It used to be thought that in order to set up as a dentist all that one needed to do,was to arm oneself with a forceps and to proclaim a more or less disinterested desire to relieve the sufferings of a toothache-ridden public. It is still a sore point with those who have given time and money to become qualified dental surgeons that it is so difficult to put a check upon those who practice as dentists without any qualification whatever. In this the qualified dentist has certainly a grievance ; but whether it would be wise to call in the law to remedy it is a question upon which opinions differ, and it need not be discussed here. At any rate, one may hope that the public will learn to place the quack dentist in the same category as the quack doctor, and that people will come to have a greater regard for their teeth than to incur the risks that always attend the work of the untrained, and therefore unskilled, dentist.
To become a qualified dentist is by no means child's play. for the L.R.C.P., and M.R.C.S. The following subjects are common to both curricula: Chemistry, anatomy, physiology, materia medica, surgery and medicine, clinical surgery, and clinical medicine. These subjects the dental student takes along with medical students at a medical school. But in [addition to these there are the subjects for which he must have recourse to the special dental school.
These latter are dental anatomy, and physiology?human and comparative; dental surgery, and dental mechanics.
There are three dental schools in London. Of 
